
SENATE. 36th Congress, ) 
ls£ Session. $ 

C Rep. Com. 
I No. 89. 

IN THE SENATE OE THE UNITED STATES. 

February 28, 1860.—Ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Clay made the following 

REPO RT. 
[To accompany Bill S. 228.] 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of Val¬ 
entine Wehrheim, an applicant for increase of pension, having had 
the same under careful examination, beg leave to report: 

That the evidence shows said Wehrheim served as 'a private in the 
Mexican war; was disabled by wounds received at the battle of Buena 
Yista by a musket ball passing through his body, which has resulted 
in total blindness and almost total deafness; that he is entirely disa¬ 
bled and disqualified for making the least possible support for himself 
and a helpless family. 

The petitioner appeared before the committee, and they are satisfied 
from his appearance and from an inspection, that he is not capable of 
attending to the ordinary functions of life without assistance. 

Surgeons Bond and Hornann, of the State of Illinois, certified to be 
of good standing in their profession and credible witnesses, testify that 
petitioner is entirely blind and almost entirely deaf, and (as they be¬ 
lieve) from the effects of a wound received during the Mexican war, 
and is totally disabled. 

John Gf. T. Holston, M. D., Professor of Surgery in the National 
Medical College, Washington city, D. C., states that he has examined 
said Wehrheim, that he is blind, partially deaf, and in very preca¬ 
rious general health; that his present state of disability is traceable 
to a gun-shot wound through the liver in the war with Mexico. 

Surgeon General Lawson, and Assistant Surgeon Coolidge, United 
States army, state that upon examination “we find petitioner blind in 
both eyes, and deaf in both ears, and from official papers, caused by a 
gun-shot wound received in the battle of Buena Yista, the ball having 
entered the right side in the region of the liver, passed out in the 
back.” 

They further say: “We have seen no case which appeals with more 
force to our sympathies, or which deserves, in a higher degree, the 
favorable consideration of the Congress of the United States.” 

The committee, therefore, beg leave to report the following bill, and 
recommend its passage. 
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